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that the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 2844 and that the Senate proceed to
its immediate consideration; further, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. KAINE. Madam President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, re-
serving the right to object, we need to
leave the science to scientists and re-
searchers. Our public health Agencies,
including the CDC and NIH, already re-
lease their studies publicly, and it is
important that they have control over
the release of this information.

Forcing researchers to put out stud-
ies on an arbitrary timeline—this bill
requires all studies to be released with-
in 14 days from the passage of the bill—
could force the release of studies before
data collection is complete, before they
are done analyzing and reviewing the
data, before it is peer reviewed. It
might force them to put out studies
that were funded that came to incon-
clusive results that might be confusing
to the public.

So I think having a bill that would
force release of material based on a
date when a particular bill passed rath-
er than when the science is done and it
is ready to be released could be a recipe
for disinformation and distrust.

The bill seems to imagine a scenario
where there is critical science being
hidden away or stonewalled, and I have
no reason to believe that is true. That
would be a dangerous suggestion at a
time when we are trying to encourage
people to follow the guidance of these
Agencies, and the Agencies are work-
ing around-the-clock to provide life-
saving cures and up-to-date informa-
tion about how people can Kkeep their
families safe from COVID.

Based upon those reasons, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Madam President, it is dis-
appointing that we weren’t able to
take this step today to restore trust
and confidence with the American peo-
ple in research that they have now
spent half a trillion dollars conducting.

I understand the impulse to—as my
friend and colleague, the distinguished
Senator from Virginia, put it—to let
scientists handle science. That doesn’t
mean, that shouldn’t mean, that must
never mean that we exclude the Amer-
ican people from the right to access the
findings of their own government—a
government that has used their own
taxpayer dollars to the tune of half a
trillion dollars just through HHS and
through trillions more on other
COVID-19-related efforts. We should be
able to trust the American people to
access that information, and when we
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hide it, it erodes trust and confidence
in the very vaccine that President
Biden is trying to force on all Ameri-
cans, even at the pain of losing their
jobs.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 347, Mat-
thew G. Olsen, of Maryland, to be an Assist-
ant Attorney General.

Charles E. Schumer, Robert Menendez,
Patrick J. Leahy, Patty Murray, Maria
Cantwell, Sheldon Whitehouse, Brian
Schatz, Debbie Stabenow, Catherine
Cortez Masto, Christopher A. Coons,
Ron Wyden, Margaret Wood Hassan,
Edward J. Markey, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Richard J. Durbin, Tina Smith,
Elizabeth Warren, Angus S. King, Jr.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Matthew G. Olsen, of Maryland, to
be an Assistant Attorney General,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Sentator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Sentator

from Texas (Mr. CRUZ) and the
Sentator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS).

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Ms.

BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?
The yes and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 44, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 438 Ex.]

YEAS—bH2

Baldwin Heinrich Peters
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kaine Schatz
Brown Kelly Schumer
Burr King Shaheen
Cantyvell Klobuchar Sinema
Cardin Lee}py Smith
Carper Lujan . Stabenow
Casey Manchin

. Tester
Collins Markey
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warren
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Graham Ossoff Wyden
Hassan Padilla

NAYS—44

Barrasso Boozman Cassidy
Blackburn Braun Cornyn
Blunt Capito Cotton
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Cramer Kennedy Sasse
Crapo Lankford Scott (FL)
Daines Lee Scott (SC)
Ernst Lummis Shelby
Fischer Marshall Sullivan
Grassley McConnell Thune
Hagerty Moran Tillis
Hawley Paul
Hoeven Portman $oomey

: ; uberville
Hyde-Smith Risch Wicker
Inhofe Romney
Johnson Rubio Young

NOT VOTING—4

Cruz Rounds
Feinstein Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 44.
The motion is agreed to.

——————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Matthew G.
Olsen, of Maryland, to be an Assistant
Attorney General.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 263, Chris-
topher H. Schroeder, of North Carolina, to be
Assistant Attorney General.

Charles E. Schumer, Ben Ray Lujan,
Richard J. Durbin, Elizabeth Warren,
John Hickenlooper, Jacky Rosen,
Brian Schatz, Tammy Baldwin, Patrick
J. Leahy, Richard Blumenthal, Kirsten
E. Gillibrand, Christopher A. Coons,
Benjamin L. Cardin, Catherine Cortez
Masto, Cory A. Booker, Raphael G.
Warnock, Alex Padilla.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Christopher H. Schroeder, of North
Carolina, to be Assistant Attorney
General, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ) and the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55,
nays—41, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 439 Ex.]

YEAS—55
Baldwin Booker Carper
Bennet Brown Casey
Blumenthal Cantwell Collins
Blunt Cardin Coons
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Cortez Masto Lujan Schumer
Duckworth Manchin Shaheen
Durbin Markey Sinema
Gillibrand Menendez Smith
Graham Merkley Stabenow
Grassley Murkowski Tester
Hassan Murphy Tillis
Heinrich Murray
Hickenlooper Ossoff %zr;n}iillen
Hirono Padilla
Kaine Peters Warnock
Kelly Portman Wal'"ren
King Reed Whitehouse
Klobuchar Rosen Wyden
Leahy Schatz
NAYS—41
Barrasso Hagerty Risch
Blackburn Hawley Romney
Boozman Hoeven Rubio
Braun Hyde-Smith Sasse
Burr Inhofe Scott (FL)
Capito Johnson Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kennedy Shelby
Cornyn Lankford Sullivan
Cotton Lee Thune
Cramer Lummis Toomey
Crapo Marshall 2
Daines McConnell Tlllbervﬂle
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Paul Young
NOT VOTING—4
Cruz Rounds
Feinstein Sanders
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

HICKENLOOPER). On this vote, the yeas
are b5, the nays are 41.
The motion is agreed to.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Christopher H. Schroeder, of North
Carolina, to be Assistant Attorney
General.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 3086

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
right now, American families are wor-
ried. The White House thinks inflation
is a high-class problem. I clearly imag-
ine the price of Prada bags has gone up,
but what the White House continues to
miss is that inflation is Kkilling the
buying power of Americans on low and
fixed incomes.

Across America, families are going
through grocery store aisles, seeing
higher prices, and having to figure out
what they can afford to eat this week.
Folks are passing by gas station after
gas station, looking for lower prices—
to no avail. These aren’t just headlines
and stories; these are real families who
are living paycheck to paycheck and
struggling to keep up.

I grew up poor. When my parents’
bills went up, it made it more difficult
for my family. When gas prices went
up, it meant we had less food to put on
the table. None of us would wish that
on anyone, but that is exactly what is
happening in Biden’s America—high
prices on food, high prices on gas,
empty shelves and supply shortages,
skyrocketing debt, and Big Govern-
ment overreach—and that is just the
start. Energy prices are through the
roof.

Let’s take a look at the rising cost at
the pump.
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Just this week, the South Florida
Sun-Sentinel ran a story with the
headline: ‘‘Gas prices hit their highest
levels since 2014. When will we get a
break?”’ As gas prices Keep rising, the
message from Florida couldn’t be more
clear.

Last week, the national gas average
was $3.36 a gallon. It was $2.16 per gal-
lon this time last year. That is a 55-
percent increase in just 1 year. If you
are driving a car, that means you are
seeing an extra cost of about $800 annu-
ally. If you are driving a truck, that
means you are probably seeing an extra
cost of $1,400 annually.

More than 5,000 gas stations across
the country are charging more than
$4.50 a gallon. In one California com-
munity, gas was nearly $8 per gallon
last week. That is insane. Prices may
g0 up even more as forecasters warn
that oil could rise to more than $100 a
barrel.

But rising costs don’t stop at the
pump; they follow you home. For the
nearly half of U.S. families who use
natural gas to heat their homes, it is
going to cost them $746 just to stay
warm during the winter months. If you
are using electric heat, prepare to
spend more than $1,200 on your electric
bills. Reports show that, this winter,
home heating prices are going to rise
by more than 40 percent for homes that
use heating oil, more than 30 percent
for homes using natural gas, and 54
percent for homes using propane. Fac-
tor in the rising cost of meat, diapers,
milk, and other everyday items, and
things are looking pretty dire for the
American family.

Last week, President Biden said he
“doesn’t have a near-term answer’ for
reducing gas prices. He doesn’t appear
to have a long-term answer either. In
the meantime, he expects families to
just hang tight while he does nothing
until next year, when things will magi-
cally get better.

We all know President Biden likes to
play the blame game. This time, he is
blaming OPEC for not pumping out
more foreign oil. Remember when
America was energy independent? Not
anymore, thanks to Joe Biden. He has
done everything in his power to cut off
America’s domestic supply and re-
sources needed to warm our homes and
run our cars.

In his first month in office, he cut
the Keystone Pipeline permit and
killed thousands of American jobs.
Then he suspended new oil and gas
leasing and drilling permits for Federal
lands.

He filled his administration with peo-
ple who have been longtime advocates
of a carbon tax, including Treasury
Secretary Yellen, which would only
make the current problem worse. He
has others, like Interior Secretary
Haaland, who want to completely ban
fracking.

Oddly enough, he supported Russia’s
getting the Nord Stream 2 Pipeline,
which gives Russia a massive win, and
he has put us back into the Paris cli-
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mate accords, which are already ruin-
ing Europe. European countries are
scaling back on oil and gas production
to meet the Paris Agreement. In Por-
tugal, electricity prices have tripled
over the past 6 months, and Germany’s
prices are three times the U.S. average.
Across Europe, they have to rely on en-
ergy imports from Russia.

Instead of pursuing a path of energy
independence, Biden continues to push
ridiculous energy policies in his mas-
sive $5.5 trillion spending package that
will cut our legs out from under us and
cause America to become even more
dependent on Russia and the OPEC
countries, and he is relentlessly pur-
suing a reckless tax-and-spending spree
even though we know reckless spending
causes inflation.

These effects might not be felt by
President Biden, but I can tell you
that, since Biden took office, more
families across the State of Florida and
across the Nation have felt the pain of
having to count their pennies.

For the sake of American families,
we need to figure out what the heck is
going on. This is why I have introduced
a very simple bill to get to the bottom
of these sky-high prices. I am thankful
for Senators MARSHALL, LuMMIS, CAP-
ITO, JOHNSON, MORAN, and BLACKBURN,
who have cosponsored this legislation.

The GAS Price Act will simply re-
quire the Energy Information Adminis-
tration to report publicly to Congress
on any Federal Agency policies or reg-
ulations that it determines will cause
energy prices to rise. All my bill does
is ask a Federal Agency to provide im-
portant information to us in Congress
with a statement of facts on what is
causing rising energy prices since
President Biden was sworn into office.
Then we can take this information, see
what needs to be fixed, and help the
American people. That is it. Let’s tell
Americans why this is happening, and
let’s figure out how to fix it. It is as
simple as that.

I am sure none of my colleagues
would disagree to keeping Congress in-
formed about new rules or policies that
have a negative financial impact on
families in our great State.

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of S. 3086, which is at the
desk. Further, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Massachusetts.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, I rise to object
to the Senator from Florida’s request
to pass this legislation through unani-
mous consent.

If we want to tackle rising fuel costs,
let’s do something that will actually
protect American consumers and actu-
ally promote our energy independence.
Let’s reinstate the fossil fuel ban that
was lifted in 2015.
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